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NOAC  
Jean Luc Houle, Contributing Writer 

 

The theme for NOAC 2009 was The 

Power of One and focused on how indi-

viduals can make a difference doing sim-

ple things.  Woa Cholenaôs contingent 

had a blast the whole time.  Every day 

was packed with awesome Arrowman 

activities like sporting competitions, 

ceremony competitions, training, stupen-

dous shows, patch trading, rock climbing, 

ice climbing, blind baseball, OA history 

museum, fellowship, pizza, and even ice 

cream.   

It was my first time to attend an event 

like this with 7,000 Boy Scouts.  I met a 

lot of really cool people from all over the 

country and learned some neat things 

from my training sessions.   

Check out some photos from NOAC in 

this edition of The Arrowman. 
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Newsletter Receives Honors  
Staff 

 

Among the competitions at NOAC, Woa 

Cholena entered the Newsletter competition to 

see if we had what it takes to be a good lodge 

newsletter.  Of the over 300 lodges in the na-

tion, 20 were given honors of Exemplary, 

Honor, and Merit Newsletter.  Woa Cholenaôs 

The Arrowman was bestowed the Merit classi-

fication based on our past yearôs publications. 

(see Newsletter, p4)   

New Lodge Staff Adviser  
 

Welcome Senior District Executive Roger 

Druin who is the Spanish Trail District Ex-

ecutive. 

Roger came to us in May from the Oke-

fenokee Area Council in Waycross Georgia 

where he served as a District Executive since 

2002. (see Advier, p4) 

NOAC: The Power of One  
2009 National Order of the Arrow Conference held at Indiana University.  Woaôs contingent pictured below 



Ceremonies  
Chance Wheeler, Chairman 

The ceremony team has been working very hard to 

get ready for NOAC. 

We plan on competing for medals in 

both brotherhood and pre-ordeal.   

A weekend retreat was held at Maubila Scout Res-

ervation on June 26-27, 2009. 

We worked hard on the ceremonies, the cere-

mony grounds, were treated to a seminar on cos-

tumes and bead work, and over all had a good time 

of fellowship. 

The ceremony team is looking for a few good men 

to become new members.  It is a lot of fun but also 

a lot of hard work. There are many capacities in 

which you can serve.  You can drum, be one of the 

ceremonialists, help set up the ceremony grounds, 

help make costumes, and many other things.  

If you would like to join, call me at 251-978-7616 

or email me at wiredup.wheeler@yahoo.com. 

I would like to thank everyone who attended the 

weekend practice. We accomplished a lot as far as 

memorization and perfecting ceremonies.  We had 

a great time! 

Special thanks to Mr. Buddy Weaver and Mr. Paul 

Hendrix for conducting the seminars on costuming 

and bead work and giving us pointers on ceremo-

nies. 

Also, thanks to Mr. Jody Powell for providing the 

food. 

Functions  
Kyle Shepard, Chairman 

 

The Function Committee is currently working on 

planning for our Pow wow. The spring Ordeal we 

had went off without a hitch. With everyone work-

ing to pull this Pow wow  together I am expecting 

nothing less than an excellent event. 

New Chairmen Needed  
Staff 

 

Each year new lodge officers are elected and 

promptly following the installation of a new chief, 

new committee chairmen are appointed.  If you 

think you have what it takes to become a commit-

tee chairman or are willing to assist a chairman, 

then talk to your newly elected lodge chief.  The 

committees of the lodge keep the operations of the 

lodge running and are key leadership positions in 

the Order.  Lodge Committees are: Brotherhood, 

Camp Promotions Ceremonies, Elections, Elango-

mats, Membership, Trading Post, Training, and 

Work Projects.  Chairmen are required to attend 

lodge functions, monthly LEC meetings, and the 

LLD trainings.   

Want to earn this patch?  Talk to your lodge offi-

cers about details of attending the Order of the Ar-

row High Adventure programs 



From all accounts summer camp at Maubila was bet-

ter than ever this year.  I want to express my personal 

thanks to all the Arrowmen, youth and adult, who 

made this possible by either serv-

ing on staff or attending camp 

with your unit.  Camp Maubila is 

OUR camp.  Its success or failure 

is OUR success or failure ï both 

as individual Scouts and Scouters 

and as a lodge. 

 

Our council and the Supreme 

Chief of the Fire will expect even 

more from us in the future and it 

is our primary purpose as Arrow-

men to cheerfully serve both the 

units we are involved in and our 

council.  Note these two opportu-

nities for service go hand in 

hand.  Its not an either or.  

Strengthening our unit makes our 

council stronger.  Strengthening the council makes all 

the units in the council stronger.  Let us rededicate 

ourselves to the noble purpose of serving cheerfully 

by being more involved in our lodgeôs operations.  

When Woa Cholena lodge accomplishes its objec-

tives the council and units who participate in the OA 

program are stronger. 

 

I challenge each active Arrowman to make a differ-

ence in 2010 ï the 100th year of Scouting in the USA.  

Let us focus on making our camp and its summer 

camp program the best it can be both by attending 

summer camp with our unit and cheerfully serving as 

a member of camp staff when we get the opportunity. 

 

Steve Pierre 

Adviserôs Minute 
Steve Pierre, Lodge Adviser 

September 

11-13 SR SOS  

17 LEC  

19 One Day of Service 

26 SR-1B CoC 

October 

15 LEC 

I am excited to be part of the Woa Cholena Lodge 

leadership team of as we start taking a new direc-

tion in fulfilling our purpose and mission. Iôd like 

to remind all of our OA Members of the basic 

foundation and purpose of 

the Order of the Arrow and 

our Lodge. 

 

Our Lodge is an integral 

part of our council's pro-

gram by providing a quality 

Scouting program through 

recognition of Scouting 

spirit and performance, de-

velopment of youth leader-

ship and service, promotion 

of Scout camping and out-

door programs, and en-

hancement of membership 

tenure. Our service, activi-

ties, adventures, and train-

ing for youth and adults are 

models of quality leadership development and pro-

gramming that enrich and help to extend Scouting 

to our youth. 

 

The foundation of the Order of the Arrow was laid 

over 90 years ago. Established and proven plans, 

programs, and guidelines are developed to assist 

our Lodge in carrying out its mission and purpose. 

I challenge each and every member of Woa 

Cholena Lodge to live your pledge, ñI do hereby 

promise, On my honor as a Scout, éò and do your 

part in supporting Woa Cholenaôs purpose and 

mission. 

 

Yours in WWW, Roger 

December 

11-13 Fall Ordeal 

17 LEC 

November 

6-8 NLS/NLATS 

19 LEC 

January 

9 Lodge Banquet 

22-24 Section Seminars 

Staff Adviserôs Minute 
Roger Druin, Lodge Staff Adviser 



Chiefly Speaking  

 

Hello Brothers! 
 

 I hope all of you 

had a great summer, I 

know I did. I enjoyed 

seeing some of you this 

summer at camp. This 

summer we had a lot of 

great things going on. 

Summer Camp 2009 

was a huge success. We 

also had some Arrow-

men that went and did High Adventure. Then just a few 

weeks ago we had 36 brothers go to National Order of 

the Arrow Conference where we did training and com-

peted in Ceremonies. Well I hope to see you all at Pow-

Wow. 

 

In WWW, 

Matthew Jacobs 

2009 Woa Cholena Lodge Chief 

Goodman Quote  
 
ñThereôs the danger of the oligarchy.  You know 

from your ancient history, a few people in power, 

in your lodge or in society.  Thatôs no way to main-

tain a strong organization or a strong nation.  Yet 

itôs so easy to fall into that situation and I hope 

heaven spares us that danger.  And thereôs the 

danger of the boss emerging to hazard our democ-

racy, our democratic spirit.  A dictator running the 

lodge or a dictator running the land they are both 

of the same breed.  And we have begun to rid the 

world of dictators but they keep cropping up on us 

from time to time. Donôt they?  If it isnôt the Hitler 

or the Mussolini  itôs a Peron of South America.ò 

- E. Urner Goodman, 1956 

Founder of the Order of the Arrow 

National Leadership Seminar  
 
The National Leadership Seminar (NLS) is a 

weekend conference focusing on the skills and 

characteristics of leadership.  It is intended primar-

ily to enhance the leadership skills of the Order of 

the Arrowôs key youth and adult members, as they 

seek to improve their service to the Boy Scouts of 

America and the greater community.  Each NLS is 

delivered by a 

training team 

selected and ap-

proved by the 

Region Key 3, 

and includes for-

mer and current 

Section and Na-

tional Officers of 

the Order of the 

Arrow. 

In November 

2009, the South-

ern Region will be putting on the next NLS.  If you 

are interested in attending this training opportu-

nity, contact your lodge chief or adviser. 

Adviser, continued from page 1 

 

Rogerôs Scouting experience started as a youth and he 

earned his Eagle Scout. As a Volunteer Scouter in the 

OA, he served as a Elangomat Adviser, Dance Team 

Adviser, and Lodge Associate Adviser. As a past OA 

Lodge Staff Adviser, he provided leadership for an 

Area Conclave and other key OA events. Roger is ac-

tive in the Order of the Arrow and is a Vigil Honor 

member. He has completed National Lodge Adviser 

Training Seminar, National Leadership Seminar, Lodge 

Leadership Development, and National Professional 

OA Staff Adviser Training. 

 

Roger is excited to be part of the Woa Cholena leader-

ship and is looking forward to working with everyone 

in the lodge. 

Newsletter, continued from page 1 

 

This is the second honor The Arrowman has received 

this year with the first being Best Publications at Con-

clave.  Thank you to everyone who has helped to make 

this publication a success! 



Crew 322  
Doug Johnson, Crew Advisor 
 

Fresh back from summer camp, 

the council had some new plans 

for the lodge.  Of those plans 

came the desire to have the Woa Cholena Lodge 

sponsor a Venture Crew.  This crew will serve 

many purposes including the leadership roles as-

sociated with a traditional venture crew.  Any 

member of the lodge can fill out the paperwork to 

join the new venture crew.  Soon, a crew calendar 

will be established and a significant outing of 

some sort (like a backpacking trip) will be 

planned.  To get started with Crew 322 contact 

Doug Johnson (Advisor) or Steve Pierre (Charter 

Organization Rep) for details. 

Lodge Banquet Added  
Staff 

 

2010 will begin a new chapter in the history of 

Woa Cholena Lodge.  Right from the start, in Janu-

ary the lodge will begin having a Winter Banquet.  

Held the second weekend on January, the banquet 

will be a social time for awards and recognition.  At 

the banquet, new chapters will be in place allowing 

more youth leadership in the lodge. The feast will 

also recognize the previous year of service and rec-

ognize some Arrowmen who have gone above and 

beyond the call of duty.  Mark your calendar to at-

tend the new winter banquet!  

One Day of Service  
Eli Aikens 

 

S e p t e m b e r 

19th is the day 

f o r  t h e 

lodgeôs sec-

ond One Day 

of Service.  

The fall day 

of service is 

C o a s t a l 

Cleanup.  Par-

ticipation is 

simple, con-

venient, and 

local (for 

most of the council).  Best of all, it is not limited 

to just the Arrowmen of your troop and even your 

non-Scout friends can join.  Volunteers receive a t

-shirt, hugger, decal, and drinks in thanks for their 

participation not to mention the satisfaction of 

keeping Alabama beautiful!  The 22nd Annual 

Alabama Coastal Cleanup is scheduled Saturday, 

September 19, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. until noon. 

After your service be sure to inform Steve Pierre 

of your attendance so the lodge has a record.  All 

the details about locations is online at 

www.alabamacoastalcleanup.com 

Brotherhood Seminar  
Michael Stelly 

 

The lodge held its first Brotherhood Seminar at St. 

Paulôs school in Mobile.  16 members were in at-

tendance and seven brothers sealed their member-

ship in our Order.  This was the first attempt of a 

Brotherhood outside of camp, but shows the adap-

tation of the Lodge to meet the needs of its mem-

bers. 

Members of the 2009 camp staff wearing the uniform of the day 

http://www.alabamacoastalcleanup.com


  

  

  

 


